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 Naked in Ashes

Our Review:  
Holy Shiva! Thirteen million yogis taking a 

bath together sounds like a messy 

proposition. However, Paula Fouce's latest 

documentary offers up a clean, 

straightforward look into the mystical 

lifestyle of a handful of India's scantily 

clad holy men and their ancient cleansing 

ceremony. Their dedication to the gods 

also includes such alarming rituals as 

covering themselves in ashes, ridding 

themselves of worldly possessions and, in 

one case, a man towing a jeep with his 

penis (yes, his penis). But their views on 

life and the environment are what give this flick real substance. Shiv Raj Giri 

steals the show, and not because of the jeep-towing thing, but because of 

his deep insights and tender guidance of a young disciple. Ashes cleverly 

avoids passing judgment on some seemingly bizarre behaviors, while at the 

same time explaining how a 5,000-year-old tradition can really mean 

something today. 
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